Health care an issue for many

Murphys group
hopes to help
change system

By Eriszsi Krob

As the president-sleet’s tran-
sifion team prepares to enter
the White House m;n Jamuary,
citizens across the counfry are
working to help draft a new
health policy for the nation.

In Mwphys on Monday, a
group modarated by Superiisor
Mearnta Callawzy and hosted by
Calaveras County Demociatic
clubs engaged m a roundtable
dizeussion of health care 1ssues
and pessible solutions. The
mfoimation collectad at that
meetng will be sent to Barack
Obamz’s Transitien Health
Policy Team. Such meetings
have been held in cities and
towns throughout the United
States.

“He's interested m making it
work for peopls amd for bus-
nesses,” Callaway sad of Oba-
ma's health care proposal

which ke said will provide
affordable hezlth coverzge for
all Amerneans and raduce the
average famuly's health care
costs by up to $2.3500. But,
Callaway cautioned, those
change: won't happen m
Obama’s frst 100 days in offics,
and probably not in cne term.

Paricipamts diseussed what
they feel are the bizgest health
care problems in Calaveras
County. Those ttems included
the absence of a wauma center,
not enough specialists, price of
prescuphion drags and cost of
msuranee.

Meegan Lucore, a speech
therapist, shaved the story of her
husband, Shane, who was
kicked in the face by a horse m
MNovember 2006. The mmpact
zhattered lus jaw and broke all
of s teath requinng sugery
and several specialists. Becawse
specialists were “out of net-
wark,” according fo her msr-
ance company’s zudelmes, 1t
has been 2 battle over how nouch
and whether it will pay for sarv-
ices, Meagan said. Chut-of-pock-
et axpenses durmg the last two

vears have amounted to about
$34.000, she said.

“T feel absohifely rocked,”
she said, addmg, “Becansa yon
zet sick or myured, you should-
uw't have to loss your Lifs savw-
mgs.”

Lueors zad she felt insnancs
compames should have to dis-
close ther profit margims and
IeqUIE & Case MMANSZel to oVer-
see aach new madical caze.

Others at the meetmz also
objectad to the amount of -
ney marance and dug compa-
mas mzke on peopla’s ilnesses.

“We used to have a health
cara system and new we have a
medical business system,” sad
Addie Tacobsen.

Many in the room tock objec-
fion to somne aspacts of Obama’s
plan, savmg that mnstead a sm-
gle-payer plan might work, n
which all health care costs
would be paid out of one voover-
sal fimd The majerity of the
moem mdicated that they would
suppett 3 single-payer systam.

Others pointed ouwt things
they saw a5 problems wnth a
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smgle-payer system, melnding
that 1t could be difficult to pay
for “extras” out of one’s cun
pocket and other costs assoc-
ated with such a svstem.
“Sure, I want health care for
everybody,” sard Mumphys res-
ident Billie 3MeAxthor, “but for
heaven's szke, we're shill bail-
ing out car compantes, It's not

going to happen.”

Amather question parteipants
discussed was how public pob-
oy could promote healthy lifs-
styles. Some suggasted that
meentves be offered to those
who mamtzin a3 healthy waight,
and  ofhers diseussed  how
schools can promote owtdoor
playtinee and minton

Entarprics phote by Krissi Krob
These participants hope to help shape the president-elect’s health care policies.

To chare personal stories or
submit policy ideas, including
hezlth care refoam suggestions,
to the Obama tansiton team,
visit change. gov.

Contact Krissi Ereb ar
kkrobi@calaverasenrer-
Drise.com.



